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value for anything that should interfere with her endeavour to make his remains of life as happy and easy as could be expected in his circumstances. The lady admonished her of the prime of life with a smile; which Fidelia answered with a frankness that always attends unfeigned virtue : l It is true, madam, there is to be sure very great satisfactions to be expected in the commerce of a man of honour whom one tenderly lovos : but I find so much satisfaction in the reflection how much I mitigate a good man's pains, whose, welfare depends upon my assiduity about him, that I willingly exclude the loose gratifications of passion for the solid reflections of duty. I know not whether any man's wife would be allowed, and (what I still more fear) I know not whether I, a wife, sliould be willing to bo as officious as I arn at present about my parent.' The happy father has her declaration that she will not marry during his life, and the pleasure of seeing that resolution not uneasy to her. Were one to paint filial affection in its utmoKt beauty, he could not have a morn lively idea of it than in beholding Fidelia serving her father at his hours of rising, meals, and rest.
Waen the general crowd of female youth are consulting their glasses, preparing for balls, assemblies, or playfc; for a young lady, who could be regarded among the foremost in those placet*, either for her person, wit, fortune, or conversation, and yet contemn all these entertainments to sweeten the heavy hours of a decrepit parent, is a resignation truly heroic. Fidelia performs the duty of a nurse with all the beauty of a bride; nor does she neglect her person because of her attendance on him, when be is too ill to receive company, to whom she may make an appearance.
Fidelia, who gives him up her youth, does not think it any great sacrifice to add to it the spoiling of her (Irene. Her euro and exactness in her habit convince her father of thn alacrity of her mind; and she has of all women the heat foundation for affecting